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are trained for their calling, therefore appears to require some
explanation and justification.
Mutual antagonism   A mutual lack of respect between the
of theory and       theorist and the severely practical man is
practice            no new thing, and is by no means con-
fined to the case of education. The prac-
tical man is apt to regard the theorist as a dreamer and a pedant,
whereas the theorist in his turn is apt to despise the practical
man as a mere mechanic, a rule-of-thumb man, a person swayed
entirely by custom and tradition, thinking it sufficient to do his
job as others have done it before him, to tell the tale as 'twas
told to him. The two extreme types have always existed and
they still exist; and probably most of the uncomplimentary
things that each kind of extremist has said about the other have
been richly deserved. In such a case we may be pretty sure in
advance^hat both extremes are wrong, and that the truth lies
somewhere between. Some of the extremists on the one side
wish apparently to make education a branch of applied
psychology, and to reduce its practice to the mechanical appli-
cation of so-called scientific principles. Some of the extremists
on the other side would apparently make a bonfire of all the
books on education that were ever written. The effort to
compose these glaring differences is worth while, because it will
help to bring out the true relations between science and art,
theory and practice.
Its existence in   As we have stated, this antithesis between
ancient times     theory and practice is no new thing,  It is at
any rate as old as the ancient Greeks.  The
slightest acquaintance with Plato's dialogues reveals, as one of
their essential features, the tendency to suspect mere custom
and tradition, and to bring them to the bar of reason.  The
commonly accepted intellectual and moral standards were
subjected to the most searching and even exasperating criti-